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1. The Vietnamese Democratic Farty (Viet Nam Dan Chu Dang) is at present
going through a very important crisis in both its orgenizetlonel end
political fields. In order to settle problems relating to the organiza-
tion and future policy of the Vietnamese Democrstic Party (PD), the D
leadership and the leadership of the Indochiness Communist Party (PC1 )
cnlled a pgeneral congress of the PD which was held in Tonkin in Merch 1950.
2, The FD desired the peneral congress for the following reasons:

a) To increase the popularity of the FD.

b) To strengthen the organizstion of the FD.

c) To establish & new statement of policy.

d4) To devise & plan to meet the present situation.

@) To reveal the opposing political tendencies within the PD, which
had formerly interfered with the formulation of a sommon poliey.

3. The PCI desired a peneral congress of the PD for the following reasons:

a) The PD was geining in popularity and was showing anti-Cowmunist
tendencies. To counter this potential threat, the aim of the PCI
was to use the general congress of the PD to consolidate Communi st
control over the Central Committee of the PD. Through this Central
Committes the PCI would then be able to establish & more consistent
pro-Communist policy and to impose it on lower achelons of the PD.
At the sonclusion of the gensral congress, factiocns of the FD not
obeying orders of the Central Commitiee would then be considered
dissidents.*

b) The second end most important reason that the PCI called the general
congress was to use the FD more effectively to lure Vietnemese
intellectusls and bourgeois into the Viet Minh front. This was of
increasing importance because of the open Communist orientstion of
the Ho Government.
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4. The following are non-Communist members of the Ho Chi Minh Govornment:

&, Vu Dinh Hoe, Phan 4nh, and Cu Huy Cen are PD members, at present
living in Tonkin. Vu Dinh Hoe is fairly populer, but his influence
among intellectuals is doubtful despite the fact that he was a
Iinister of Education in the provisi-nal government of Ho Chi Ninh
in 1945. FPhan Anh 1s perhaps more popular than Vu Dinh Hoe and
closer to the intellectuals and Vietnamese youth. Phan Anh was
Minister of Youth im the cabinet of Tran Trong Kim under the Japanese,
but his collaboration in a pro-Japansse govermment is not held against
him and hes had little effect on him politically.

b, Fham Ngoc Thach was a nationalist who may have become a Communist
sympathizer. Fe has nover been knowm as a member of the PD and he
is largely a figurehead. “mong the Commumists, he is not as popular
as the Communist leaders; emong nationalists he is not as popular

as members of the PD. Pham's fate appears to be in the hands of his
Communist ™masters." He is now thought to be in Cochinchins as an
inspector delegate of the Ho Government to Cochinchina.

¢. Phan Ke Toni, & former mendarin of an upper grade, was Governor of
Tonkin under the Japaness. Mo is not very popular, mainly, perheps,
because of his mendsrin background. The Viet Minh uses him solely
to atiract the support of former menderins for the Ho Government.

d. MNguyen Van Huyen is an independent nationalist who is very popular
among intellectuals. He was the scle Vietnamese member of the French
School of the Extreme Urient and has a reputation as s scholar and
writer. His post of kinister of Education is a figurehead position
and Nguyen Khenh Toan is actually responsible for the Ministry.
Nguyen Khenh Toan is a loscow-trained Cormunist.

S.  None of the individuals mentioned in the preceding paragraph is a Communist,
but only Fhan Anh, Cu Huy Can, and Vu Dinh Hoe, all members of the PD, are
in a position to hacome actively anti-Communist in the future. Their trans-
fer to an anti-Communist and netionalist camp would be troublesome Tor the
Viet HMinh.

25X1X6 Prior to the general congress of the PD, Communist
control of the PD had begun to weeken, since it was impossible for the
PCI to control the PD by terrorism, especially in the lower echelons.
Can~ho of the FD had become increasingly independent of the Communist
can-bo, even though Communist cen-bo terrorism still existed. Formerly,
the Communists controlled the PD by penstrating the cowmittees at each
echelon, TVhen this method proved ineffective on e lerge scale because
of the independent inclinations of the PD, s new method was adopted in
which control over the committees of s subordinete echelon wes insured
by having e pro-Communist committee et a higher echelon. This new
method, in evidence even before the general congress, accounts for the
desire of the PCI to gain control of the Centrsl Committee of the FD.
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